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Brethren, let your thoughs go back— 
Tliose pioneers of frontier life, 
Who    braved   upon   the   outbound 

track, 
The tomahawk and scalping knife. 
Lightly the earth rests on their bones 
Tlwse men of a heroic age; 
They rest in peace, by their   grave 

stones 
We keep a precious heritage, 
Llfe> liberty, and happiness— 
The scroll is short but is complete; 
Those lives of warring righteousness, 
Shine like a lamp unto the feet. 
Once more our rights we now define, 
Once more we tight for what we feel, 
When kultur forms a battle-line, 
The proper answer Is cold steel. 

of 

trolt.    So working under the cover of ' the Bridger boys were  killed, 
the bank they blocked the rail  fence 'colored man escaped unhurt, 
up oft of the gTound,  and cutting a |    This terrible killing on the 
long pole, they   made a  loop with a 
deer  skin   throng,   and noosed   the 
head of the unfortunate school teacher 
and dragged his body over the bank 
of the river where they secured 
soaip.   They then silently stole away. 
Thus passes the name of Baker  as a 
clan   name   in   Pocahontas  county, 
whereas Richard Hill founded a fam- 
ily,     and    his   descendants    form 
one  of   the   most   numerous    and 
Important connections of the county. 
There are hundreds of Hills, and not 
a  native by   the name   of Baker in 
the county 

In 1778, a man by the name 
Lawrence Drlnnon lived at the foot 
Drlnnon's Ridge at the mouth of 
Stony Creek, In the upper edge of 
what is now the town of Marlinton. 
Ills house stood where the old Gay 
homestead now stands. He had 
made a permanent home there. He 
had cleared the rich bottom land and 
was living in ease and comfort. He 
was the owner of at least one slave 
who made his home with him. His 
house was the most Important one in 
thlB part of the county. At that 
time there were settlers living at 
Dunmore, Cass, Clover Lick, Hun- 
terevllle, Swago and the Levels. 
The population was about live hun- 
dred in that part of the Greenhrier 
Valley which is now In the bounds 
of Pocahontas County. That year, 
1778, this part of the valley was In 
the counties of Augusta and Green- 
brier. The year before the settlers 
living from the mouth of Swago 
down the river had succeeded in cut- 
ting off Botetourt west of the Alle- 
ghany Mountain, and formed a new 
county. They were not able to dis- 
member Augusta, and we people here 
remained a part of Augusta, though 
nnbeknowst to us, a new county 
called Monongalia, under a loosly 
drawn act of the legislature was 
claiming to the Main Alleghany, a 
little matter that caused some law 
suits in after years. Monongalia 
was that indefinite country known as 
West Augusta. 

Lawrence Drlnnon had moved to 
the Greenbrter as a successor to An- 
drew   Sitlington   who 

Lawrence Drlnnon then took things 
in charge. The first thing that lie 
did was to figure on getting word to 
the Little Levels where there was a 
fort on the on the little round hillock 
on which the Isaac McNeel mansion 
now stands at Mill Point. This was 

iFort Buckley, not Fort Beckley, as 
some histories have It. Sending 
word that the Indians had appeared 
In the country was about the most 
Important duty that devolved upon a 
settler. The messenger was a man 
who occupied the position of great 
danger and much depended upon his 
skill and judgment. For the pur- 
pose of getting word to the lower 
end of the county, Drlnnon chose a 
colored man who performed this duty 
and the Levels people got together 
that day a little army of twenty guns 
and came up-to Drlnnons. 

The woods had opened and swal- 
lowed up the Indian Invaders. There 
was no trace left. They found the body 
of Baker lying by the'river. They 
stayed at Drinnon's that night, and 
the next day they carried the body a 
short way up Stony Creek where the 
town of Campbelltown now stands. 
The grave was in sight of the school 
house which stood just across die 
creek. This is the first school of 
which there is any record In the 
county, and it is probably the oldest 
as the settlement at Marllns»Bottom 
was the oldest West of the Alleghany. 

It is about time to do justice to 
the slave who brought the army 
from the Levels to the relief of the 
Drinnons. There never was many 
slaves in Pocahontas county, and 
there never was but one colored In- 
dian fighter in this county. So it Is 
now declared that the messenger who 

I took the word to the Levels of this 
had. married  invasion,   and   who did  his part so 

way to 
the Levels had the effect of putting 
all those who knew of It Into the 
fort and the danger then was over. 

That Lawrence Drlnnon must have 
the been considerable of a man. We 

find him spoken of with affection in 
Bishop Asbury's book as living here 
in 1784. Bishop Asbury stayed with 
him on his way on horse back on his 
circuit that ran from Maine to Geor- 
gia. The Drlnnon name has faded 
out of the county,, but Lawrence 
Drinnon has many descendants. 
George W. McCollam is a great- 
grandson. 

The Indians evidently knew that 
there was no longer any use for se- 
crecy, so they gave the war whoop, 
and started to clean up. This bunch 
of Indians evidently came from the 
North as they went out that way. 
They went down Into the Swago 
valley and surprised a settler by the 
name of Hugh Mclver. That name 
Is now spelled McKeever In this 
county. They killed Hugh Mclver, 
and took his wife prisoner and no 
doubt killed her. Then they got 
John Prior, wife and child; then a 
Mrs. Smith, Mrs. Thomas Drlnnon, 
one of Thomas Drinnon's young chil- 
dren, and an old couple by the name 
of Monday. These people were killed 
or captured as the raiders were leav- 
ing. In all that terrible day coat the 
lives of twelve persons in this imme- 
diate neighborhood, and with Henry 
Baker the day before, the total Is 
thirteen. 

Thomas Drinnon lived at Edray. 
He made that clearing there. Mrs. 
Drinnon was taken only a short dis- 
tance over Elk Mountain and killed. 
Drinnon's child was named Charles. 
He was carried into captivity and 
raised by the Indians and after many 
years returned to the Edray neigh- 
borhood. He was always attached 
to the ways of the Indians and had a 
good word for them. 

the widow Warwick. Sitlington and 
his wife had a lot of farms in Rock- 
bridge, Augusta, Bath and Poca- 
hontas. 

The Indians had been troublesone 
In years gone by but they had about 
given up raiding this part of the 
country as the white people were 
here in su IIlcient numbers to protect 
themselves. They had about ceased 
to think about the Indians, and were 
bothered more by fugitives from the 
thickly settled part of Virginia, who 
had a way of fleeing to the moun- 
tains whenever the officers of the law 
got after them in the lowlands. Tfley 
had gone so far as to employ an ele- 
gant writer called Patrick Henry to 
to draw up a high sounding petition 
to King George to form a colony be- 
tween the crest of the Alleghany 
mountain and the Ohio Riser to be 
known as Vandalla. This was sign- 
ed by Pocahontas people and some 
others, and it might have made the 
14th colony but for the fact that 
King George lost his jurisdiction over 
this part of the country about this 
time. 

One summer morning in the year 
1778,  though   some   say, 1779,   and 

well that there need not have been 
another victim of this raid, was no 
other than a man  whose first   and 
last name was Ben, freed by an order 1 
of the county court of Pocahontas 
county, forty-nine years after, for 
his fidelity during an Indian Invasion 
in defending the Inhabitants of this 
county from the tomakawk and the 
scalping knife. This county at that 
time had suffered but-this one inva- 
sion of Indians within the memory 
of life of men at the time that the 
order was entered. His devotion and 
services   to his   late   master   Major 

There is this confusion about the 
two last raids into the Greenhrier 
Valley. The Fort Donnelly fight In 
the Big Levels of Greenhrier was by 
a very large party, fully 200 Indians, 
who had trailed up the Big Kanawha 
way, and they had a pitched battle. 
They may have been sent out from 
Detroit or not, but there of no ques- 
tion but what the Drinnon fight was 
part of the campaign from Detroit 
when the plaus were laid to kill all 
the settlers west of the Alleghany 
Mountain. These bands appeared In 
many settlements from Kentucky to 

and as far west as Vln- 
cennes. The fight at this place 
marks the extreme eastern fight of 
that campaign. 

We have been piecing this thing 
together for years and we have made 
some positive assertions here that 
lave not appeared before. There 

seems to have been no extended ac- 
count of the massacre such as was 
preserved of the Fort Donnelly fight 
by Col. Stuart.    Yet not a white per- 

Warwick  were proved by other wit- ton was kll|ed at Donnelly's, though 
nesses and referred to In another par- 
agaraph of the order. In the same 
year, May, Dick- Pointer, another 
colored man, acted with great brav- 
ery in defense of Fort Donnelly, and 
he was given his freedom for gallant- 
ry in action. 

The school teacher having been 
buried, and there being no fort here 
at the time though there had been a 
fort called Greenbrler erected by Gen. 
Andrew Lewis at Marlins Bqttom, in 
1755, the armed force withdrew to 
the Levels taking with them the 
people   of this community and most 

others   1780,   a band  of 22   Indian jof the property. 
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warriors lined themselves up just 
under the river bank, on the west 
of the ford between the two pools 
which form the Gay Eddy. A clear 
ed field about a hundred yards broad 
lay between them and the Drinnon 
homestead. A rail fence was made 
on the edge of the bank and this 
helped to conceal their tufted heads, 
and afforded a rest for their rifles^ 

About day break the Drinnons 
commenced to stir around. A school 
teacher by the name of Henry Baker 
and another young man by the name 
of Richard Hill, got up and accord- 
ing to the custom of the country, 
stepped down to the river to wash. 
They went directly towards the In- 
dians, who let them come to a point 
within fifteen feet of the ends of the 
rifles. Baker being the school teach- 
er was naturally walking in front, 
and when the Indiaus fired, Baker 
was instantly killed, but Hill. was 
able to get back to the house before 
the Indians could load and fire. 

The Drlnnon house was instantly 
put Into a state of defense, and the 
roar of the guns alarmed the neigh- 
borhood. The Indians remained un- 
der cover of the bank, and the Drin- 
nons watched the place through the 
loop-holes of the house, with the 
body of the school teacher lying be- 
tween them, but Just out of reach of 
the Indians. 

The Indians had no Intention of 
allowing any of their party to get 
hurt, and after a time decided to re- 
tire. At the same time they had no 
intention of not securing the scalp 
as a voucher to be cashed   In at De 

The Indians had been watching 
the activities of the settlers and pre- 
pared an ambush through which the 
trail passed. This gap is the Bridger 
Gap near where the residence of the 
late James McNeill stands. It was 
the nearest route but the country 
was level to the left along which the 
pike now runs, and the woods were 
open. The pioneers figured it c 
that the gap would be a likely place 
for an ambuscade and took the longer 
way around through the open woods. 

It is a feature of Indian warfare 
that in all the campaigns both great 
and small that thewhltes never were 
under military discipline. They were 
not subject to orders though they 
went through the form of electing 
officers. Any soldier could use his 
own pleasure in warfare, and this 
element now came to the fore when 
three men, John and James Bridger, 
and t he colored man, whom tradition 
says was named Natnan, but who 
was Ben of the court order, elected 

Ijto go by the gap. The tradition is 
that it was against the orders of the 
commander of the soldiers that the 
Hridgers went through the gap, but 
this does not agree with reason. And 
could pnly be accounted for by the 
lack discipline referred to above, 
it is pretty certain that it was a part 
of the plan to send them through on 
a scout, and they probably volunteer- 
ed for this dangerous duty. It Is not 
at all likely that the colored man 
would have been with them on any 
errand than that of a well defined 
plan for the safety of the community. 
The scouts walked Into the trap and 

17 red men lay dead in the yard. 
Yet there Is no detailed account of 
the fight that was so much more se- 
rious in this county, when thirteen 
whites were killed or captured and 
not a redskin injured. 

There lias been much conjecture 
as to whom this man John Prior was 
who got killed with his wife and 
and child In this community at this 
time. No one here ever"knew any- 
thing about him so far as we ever 
heard. But there Is a significant 
fact. 

After the battle of Point Pleasant 
four years before, the whites main 
talned a strong garrison at that place 
and this kept the warriors from the 
Ohio towns back from entering the 
Kanawha Valley. In 1778 a large 
army of Indians attacked that fort 
but withdrew after a time and went 
up the river. They could have but 
one destination and that was to war 
upon the Greenbrler settlements. 
Captain McKeei sent a detachment to 
wam the Greenhrier people but in a 
day or two they returned and said 
that the Indian army had split up 
into small detachments to hunt the 
the valley thoroughly and that they 
did not believe that they could get 
through to give the warning. Cap- 
tain McKee immediately asked for 
two volunteers, "who would risk 
their lives to save the people of 
Greenbrler," and John Prior and 
Phillip Hammond stepped forward. 
These two scouts passed through the 
Indian lines on Meadow River twenty 
miles west of the Fort and thereby 
saved the settlement. They arrived 
about sunset. The next morning 
the attack was made before daylight. 
The Indians were beaten off without 
a loss on the part of the whites. The 
killed on the part of the Indians was 
almost unprecedented as the Indians 
Invariably played safe in their war- 
fare and the slightest personal dan- 
ger if known to them would break up 
any expedition. 

The Drinnon massacre was in July 
or August of the same year, and on 
that day John Prior and wife and 
little child were on the trail going to 
the Big Kanawha. The Indians cap- 
tured  the   woman   and  child   and 

WILL POCAHONTAS 
•*. 

FEED HERSELF ? 
An appear has come from the National Council of Defense 

through the State Council of Defense to the County Council of De- 
fense that the Farmers of Pocahontas County be appealed to plant 
more than they have ever done before. A great crop this year is a 
most important matter in the defense of our country. It is patriotic, 
and never in all history was there promise of greater profit from 
farming. Every possible pound of food and feed stuff that the ground 
can produce is needed by the United States and our Allies that hum- 
an liberty may not perish from the earth. 

Food and Transportation are two serious problems facing us. 
An increased production of Food in Pocahontas County will help the 
railroad situation. The more we raise the less we will have shipped 
in, and the more cars will be released to carry food to the cities, fuel 
to the manufacturing plants, and to haul material necessary for the 
successful carrying on of the war. 

Pocahontas County should feed herself. She should become a 
creditor and not a debtor county. The food stuff that requires so 
many railroad cars to brins in should be produced here, and more 
besides. This is no year for any one to lie down on the job, and this 
applies particularly to the farmer. The city must depend on others 
to furnish its food, but a county like Pocahontas must not be a bur- 
den on the food producing actions of the United States. 

- 

Pocahontas County Council of Defense 
JOHN W. GOODSELL, President 

■ 

w ounded Prior. Prior got away and 
reached the settlement In the Levels 
and related the Incident and died of 
his wounds that night. 

It can be said with all but positive 
certainty though no historian con- 
nects the lnci dents that John Prior 
volunteered at Point Pleasant and 
saved Fort Donnelly. That at the 
time he had a wife and child. And 
that after accomplishing that great 
work, he fell a victim to a small rov- 
ing band of Indians who had slipped 
into the Green brier settlements from 
the north. This is another straw 
that causes us to fix the year as 1778, 
though a very pretty story could be 
built up in which John Prior married 
in the Greenbrler country and started 
back for the fort at Point Pleasant 
two years after. 

Taking it all in all, it can be said 
that the Drlnnon massacre was the 
worse day Pocahontas people ever 
saw, though there were three battles 
fought In the county during the 
Civil War. 

The Greenhrier Valley 
Normal School 

This school will be conducted at 
Talcott, W. Va., on the mainline of 
C. & O. R. R., beginning on April 
the 8th, and closing with the June 
examination. 

Our course prepares you for teach- 
ers' examinations, succetsful work in 

; the school room and practical every 
day life. 

We stand on our merits, having 
I won, within the last ten years, twelve 
honors. 

Reasonable rates for board will be 
charged. 

•    Tuition, ten dollars for  the term, 
payable, if convenient,   when school 
begins. 

For further Information write 
ALEX. R. THOMPBOH, Prin. 

1 Talcott, W. Va. 

YINOL MAKES 
WEAK WOMEN 

STRONG 
Positive—Convincing   Proof 

V/o publish the formula of Vinol 
to prove convincingly that it has the 
power to create strength. 

TJ Cod Liver and Beef Peptones, Iron 
" and Hainan—a rentnnatfn Iron and 

Ammonium   Citrate,   Lime   and   Boda 
Olycwophoaphatea, Caacaiio. 
Any woman who buys a bottle of 

Vinol for a weak, run-down, nervous 
condition and finds after giving it a 
fair trial it did not help her, will 
have her money returned. ui— 

You see, there is no guess work 
about Vinol. Its formula proves 
there is nothing like it for all weak, 
run-down, overworked, nervous men 
and women and for feeble old people 
and delicate children. Try it once 
and be convinced. 

Marlinton Drug Store 
FROM FLORIDA 

Editor Pocahontas Times; 
After being laid up with a carbun- 

cle for four weeks—one week coming, 
two weeks staying and the other 
week going—and the surgeon's keen 
blade had been applied to an Inch 
deep by two inches long, In the shape 
a cross, and then the puss cells 
scraped, If a point of locatlonfor 
another one were being discussed, 
we would, without any malice in our 
heart, vote to locate It on the Kaiser. 
They say these disturbances are worth 
•5.00 each, and now we are better, 
and the weather is too fine to stay in 
bed while the mocking birds are sing- 
ing in the trees all around us, and 
the air is filled \tith the odor of the 
125 per cent orange bloom, normally 
considered, so we are up again, glad 
to see all nature putting on the most 

beautiful coat of green, to witness 
sun risings and sun settings,especially 
on Lakes Minnehaha and Mlnneola. 
The beauty, the splendor, the gran- 
deur of which are simply indescriba- 
ble. The only thing we could sug- 
gest would be for you to come and 
see with your own keen eyes. See- 
ing Is a great many points stronger 
than hearing about the same thing. 
We have seen tourists go Into exta- 
sies over their first sight of an or- 
grove loaded with golden fruit and 
bloom at the same time, not an unu- 
sual sight. 

It was our pleasure to attend the 
Orlando, Orange county, fair last 
month, and while we have been very 
favorably as well as forcibly Impress- 
ed with the possibilities of this sec- 
tion of the state for the past three 
years, as a cattle and hog raising 
proposition, and always contending 
for the good qualities of the hen If 
given an equal show with other 
things, yet we must confess we came 
away with a new vision along all 
these lines. Not since we visited 
Capt. Thos. S. White's stock farm 
at Lexington, Va., to see his regis- 
tered Berkshires, as fine as any In 
Stat' of Virginia perhaps, have we 
seen more perfect specimens of hogs, 
both black and red, than we saw 
here. Think of one eight months 
old sow bringing 9275.00, and a reg- 
istered male weighing 800 pounds, 
and you will begin to realize what 
the progressive farmer thinks of the 
hog business in Florida. 

Denny Callison's fine Herefords, 
Howard Barlow's splendid black Poll 
Angus, or some ones glossy short 
horns of Pocahtntas or Greenbrler 
counties would no doubt have taken 
the blue ribbon, but perhaps many a 
man looking over the bars would 
have questioned the Judges decision 
We saw very choice specimens of 
beef and dairy cattle of many differ- 
ent grades—one Shorthorn In partic- 

ular, said to weigh 2800  pounds, an4* 
he looked it. 

After sizing up this big animal, 
and the large hog above mentioned— 
too fat to stand up very long—we 
thought of the story of the farmer 
who had taken his wife to see the 
Just come to town, and after taking a 
good look at the giraffe, viewing him 
from head ' to foot, head so high he 
could not put a bridle on him, long 
neck, long forelegs and short hind 
legs, he said to his wife "Come dar- 
ling, let us go back home, there isn't 
no such an animal as that." Well 
we were really surprised to see such 
hogs and cattle at a county fair. 

For some time we have beeft par- 
tial to the white Leghorn hen, with 
her bright red comb, and her chalky 
white eggs so cheerfully given in re- 
turn for good treatment, but after a 
careful examination of hundredsof 
the most perfect Barred Rocks we 
have ever seen, with a very high egg 
record, for more reasons than is nec- 
essary to name here, we have fully 
decided to divide the honors between 
the two flocks when we engage In the 
business here next winter though in 
a small way in the beginning. 

It would be impossible to give you 
any conception of the thousands of 
other things on exhibition at tills 
fair so we will not attempt it. 

E. H. M. 

DO YOU HATE ««*»c3 
■ to take a laxative?   Thru you B 
5 doc/t know  8AN-TOX   Fl*  Caecara af L" don't know SAX 

{table*.). Try tl 
terence will dell 
and plaaaaat to 
• Price 10c and 2 

Tablet*).   Try them once and tho dlf- dj 
Serene*  will  delight   you.   Convenient B 

and   plaaaaat  to  take. 
• Price 10c and 25c. 

SOLD BY 

KEE & McNEILL 
Druggists 

Marlinton, W. Va. 

WANTED—To rent a small farm 
with team furnished. Pay rent in 
crops; have three boys and myself. 

A. N. TAYLOR 
Cheat Bridge, W. Va. 


